
Boutcher C of E Primary School Subject Story  
Religious Education  

 
Intent  

At Boutcher, we aim to develop a strong foundation of the Christian faith through children’s 
knowledge and understanding of its beliefs, traditions and festivals. We encourage children to 
explore fundamental questions of human existence and teach them the skills needed to make 
informed judgements and decisions, applying an understanding of Christianity in responding to life 
and moral issues. We support children in developing their knowledge and understanding of other 
major world faiths, so that they acquire respect, empathy and sensitivity. We purposefully provide 
children with a relevant curriculum which seeks to give children a strong understanding of diversity 
within our local area as well as globally, supporting them in grasping how religion shapes culture. 
Through the RE curriculum, children are provided with opportunities to develop their spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural awareness in an open and loving environment. Our RE lessons provide children 
with chances to openly discuss their own religious, spiritual and philosophical ideas, beliefs and 
opinions and we promote the understanding of people from different, and/or no faith, in line with the 
British values.  

 
Implementation 

At Boutcher we provide children with a robust and challenging curriculum based on the Southwark 
Diocesan Board of Education (SDBE) scheme of work, which adheres to SDBE guidance. Our 
curriculum is split with Christianity receiving two thirds of the teaching and other world faiths 
receiving the remaining third.  
 
Our teachers aim to deliver the curriculum through creative and innovative work, including, drama, 
art, music, food technology, reflective storytelling, educational visits, visits from people of faith 
(Christianity and other) as well as written pieces of work.  
 
RE is taught discreetly for at least 1 hour each week, however, cross curricular links are regularly 
made between topics of study in RE and the wider curriculum. This encourages children to 
contextualise learning and develop an understanding of the place of religion in the world.  
 
In every lesson, we aspire to ensure that children explore religion in an innovative, creative, exciting 
and progressive way, as it is important to us that our children ask questions, raise issues and 
develop their beliefs.  

 
Impact  

➢ Boutcher was awarded an ‘Outstanding’ judgement in the SIAMS inspection (Statutory 

Inspection for Anglican and Methodist Schools) in all areas in June 2018. With the school’s 

explicit and inclusive Christian vision being praised as being very well reflected through its 

motto of, ‘Faith, Family and Fascination’.  

➢ Boutcher was awarded the RE Quality Mark ‘Gold’ Standard for our RE. 

➢ Children are assessed in RE in two areas, AT1 – their understanding of different religions, 

beliefs and practices and AT2 – where children demonstrate what they have learnt from 

religion. Children at Boutcher make the same (or more) progress in RE as core subjects 

within the school.  

➢ The school’s Visions and Values committee meet termly and assess the impact of RE, 

ensuring that the intent is implemented and that the RE taught is relevant, effective and 

meaningful.  

 
 
 
 

 



What can I expect to see in an RE lesson at Boutcher?  
- Children learning about religion in a real and relevant way, where the learning is brought to life 

through immersive experiences such as, handling of resources, tasting of food and role play.  

- All children participating in meaningful and purposeful discussions, within an environment where 

all beliefs and viewpoints are respected and valued.  

- Children developing their own spiritual, social and moral ideas through critical questioning and 

making links.  

Examples of our outstanding learning 
        

   
Joy to the World    Comparing and contrasting faiths in Year Three  

An interpretation of nativity being   
depicted through art and our culture.   

 

 
 

What voice do pupils have? 
- At least every 6 weeks the children’s faith group meet. The children give their opinions on topics 

studied in RE, select projects that they would like to participate in and make suggestions on how 

to improve RE within the school.  

- Children are regularly asked for feedback on RE lessons.  
Examples of pupil voice  
Year 6 child – “I really enjoy our RE lessons. RE is my favourite subjects because I love learning 
about other people and their beliefs.” 
Year 3 child “Our RE lessons are very good because we get to learn about other people. I really 
enjoyed learning about Judaism in Year 2 and look forward to learning about Sikhism in Year Three.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

A visit to Central 
Gurdwara to learn 

more about Sikhism. 



How do children’s skills progress?  
An example of skills progression from Year 1 – 6 

 

KEY SKILLS  Year 1  Year 2  Year 3  Year 4  Year 5  Year 6  
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Beliefs, 
teachings 
and 
sources 
  

remember 
a Christian 
(Hindu etc) 
story and 
talk about 
it 

tell a Christian 
(Sikh etc.) story 
and say some  
things that 
people believe 

describe 
what a 
believer 
might learn 
from a 
religious 
story 

confidently 
describe what a 
believer might 
learn from a 
religious story 
and start to 
make links 
between 
religious groups.  

make links 
between the 
beliefs (teaching 
and sources, 
etc) of different 
religious groups 
and show how 
they are 
connected to 
believers’ lives 

suggest reasons for 
the similar and 
different beliefs 
which people hold 
and explain how 
religious sources 
are used to provide 
answers to 
important questions 
about life and 
mortality 

 
What successes were there in the last few academic years? 

- Children made good progress in RE and attainment is in line with other core curriculum 

subjects.  

- We were awarded the RE Quality Mark Gold Standard for our RE. The Assessor commented, 

“RE perfectly encapsulates the school’s values of Faith, Family and Fascination.” 

- We have taken children on educational visits and established good relationships with other 
faith groups in our community (E.g. East London Mosque) that provide excellent opportunities 
for our children.  

- We held an RE Curriculum Open Afternoon where we showcased the brilliant learning going on 
in RE lessons to parents and our local community.  
 

What are the priorities in RE?  
- To ensure that children have more opportunities to exercise retrieval practice within RE to 

support their knowledge retention.  

- To develop more opportunities and build more links with people of faith, inviting them to Boutcher 

to share their religious beliefs, practices and experiences with us.  

- To continue to provide many opportunities for children to develop their SMSC and support them 

in doing so.  

  


